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1 . DELIVERED SECRETARY'S SPEECH TO AMBASSADOR JOHNSON EDREMODA, 
DIRECTOR OF MEA'S AMERICA DEPARTMENT, THIS MORNING. EDREMODA 
IS RELAYING COPIES OF TEXT TO HEAD OF STATE, COMMISSIONER GARBA, 
AND CABINET OFFICE. HE ADDED THAT HE WILL HANDLE THE MATTER 
CAREFULLY AND PROPERLY BECAUSE "WITH THE MILITARY IN POWER 
THINGS HAVE TO BE DONE JUST SO". 

2. 1 THEN GAVE THE DIRECTOR SEVERAL USIS BACKGROUNDER PAPERS 
DESCRIBING USG POLICY AND ACTIONS ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS. AT A 
PREVIOUS MEETING WITH ME ON JULY 20. HE HAD EMPHASIZED THE NEED 
FOR AMBASSADOR SANU TO HAVE INCREASED CONTACT WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT IN ORDER FOR THE FMG TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
OF OUR OFFICIAL THINKING. TOWARDS THIS END I HAD SUGGESTED 

THAT WE COULD SUPPLY INFORMATIVE MATERIALS DIRECTLY TO EDREMODA 
IN LAGOS, AND HE HAD ANSWERED THAT HE WOULD TAKE WHATEVER WAS 
AVAILABLE. TRUE TO THIS STATEMENT, HE SEEMED VERY PLEASED WITH 
WHAT WAS GIVEN HIM TODAY. 

3. 1 THEN STATED OUR WISH TO INVITE MORE COMMISSIONERS AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 08975 060726Z 

PERMSECS TO THE UNITED STATES FOR VISITS WHICH WOULD HELP 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


THEM IN THEIR FIELD. (COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT AND MANAGER OF 
RAILWAYS HAVE JUST COME BACK FROM VISITS TO BRAZIL AND JAPAN, 

TRIPS WHICH THEY CHARACTERIZED AS ' FANTASTIC".) THE GUIDELINES 
FOR INVITING SUCH HIGH LEVEL VISITORS. HOWEVER, NEEDED CLARI 
FICATION AND UPDATING. EDREMODA ANSWERED THAT SUCH VISITS WERE 
EXACTLY WHAT WAS NEEDED IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND THAT 
MEA WOULD FULLY SUPPORT ANY EMBASSY INITIATIVES IN THIS 
DIRECTION. HE RECOMMENDED THAT THE PROCEDURE TO FOLLOW BE SIMPLE. 

THE EMBASSY SHOULD APPROACH OFFICIALS OF ITS CHOICE AND WHEN A VERBAL 
AGREEMENT WAS FORMULATED BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES, THE EMBASSY 
WOULD NOTIFY MEA BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE "FOR THE RECORD ". 

4. EDREMODA THEN POINTED OUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BRIGADIER 
YAR'ADUA'S STATEMENT IN HIS TELEVISED JULY 29 INTERVIEW THAT THE 
FMG WAS NOT IMPOSING ANY IDEOLOGY. HE SAW THIS AS GIVING 

MEA GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN DEALING WITH NATIONS. IT ALSO 
ENCOURAGED EXCHANGE OF PEOPLE, THUS AFFIRMING MEA SUPPORT OF 
VISITORS GOING TO AMERICA. 

5. EDREMODA THEN EXPRESSED THE FMG'S AND HIS OWN PLEASURE 
OVER THE GARBA-KISSINGER MEETING. HE HAD HEARD IT WAS 
SUCCESSFUL. REINFORCING NIGERIA'S GOODWILL TOWARD WASHINGTON 
WAS A BICENTENNIAL CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM OBASANJO TO 
PRESIDENT FORD. THE LETTER WAS A SINCERE TRIBUTE BUT IT HAD 
UNFORTUNATELY BEEN CAUGHT UP IN NIGERIA'S BUREAUCRACY AND HAD 
NOT BEE SENT OUT UNTIL JULY 12. HE HOPED AMBASSADOR SANU 

HAD DELIVERED THE MESSAGE BY NOW. A SECOND REGRET WAS 
NIGERIA'S FAILURE TO SEND PERFORMING ARTISTS TO THE 
SMITHSONIAN FOLKLORE PAGEANT. AGAIN, THIS WAS PRIMARILY A 
BUREAUCRATIC SNAFU (LAGOS 8607). 
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